Town of Bennington
Special Session
May 20, 2026
2:00 pm
FINAL

Attendance: Supervisor Mark Prior, Council Members Deborah Anstett, Maria Prior, Clerk Joanne Rosenthal.
Absent: Council Members Bernard Frounick, Joyce Mohun.

Meeting called to order: 2:05 pm by Supervisor Prior
Pledge of Allegiance led by Maria Prior

Open Public Hearing on the Proposed Resolution to Adopt Local Law No. 1 of 2026, ‘A Local Law to Extend
the Temporary Moratorium on Wind Energy Systems in the Town of Bennington’

Hear comments
Public comments were heard, for and against the proposed law.
Close public hearing.

Unfinished Business

Resolution #2026-5-6 To Adopt Local Law No. 1 of Year 2026, “A Local Law to Extend the
Temporary Moratorium on Wind Energy Systems in the Town of
Bennington”.

The Town Board of the Town of Bennington met at a special session board meeting at the Town Hall
of the Town of Bennington, located at 905 Old Alleghany Rd., Attica, in the Town of Bennington, NY on the
20t day of May, 2026, commencing at 2:00 pm, after which a public hearing was held, commencing at which
time and place the following members were present: Supervisor Mark Prior, Council Member Maria Prior and
Deborah Ansett. Absent: Council Members Bernard Frounick and Joyce Mohun.

Whereas, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7,
Section 104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice
of the time and place, whereof, was given as required by law; and

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington is considering a proposed local law known as “A
Local Law to Extend the Temporary Moratorium on Wind Energy Systems in the Town of Bennington” to
temporarily halt development of wind energy systems, for an additional period of six (6) months, while the
Town continues to consider comprehensive zoning changes and the enactment of zoning measures to
specifically address the matters of community concern; and

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington has made meaningful and reasonable efforts to
update and amend its zoning ordinance and local legislation during the course of the previous six (6) month
moratorium by consulting with municipal attorneys, the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority, reviewing wind energy conversion laws adopted by other municipalities, as well as the research
conducted by the Town of Bennington Wind Energy Committee — a six (6) month extension to the initial
moratorium on wind energy systems having been filed with the Department of State on November 18, 2025
and shall expire on May 18, 2026; and
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Whereas, pursuant to Section 239-M of the General Municipal Law, said local law with all supporting
documents was submitted to the Wyoming County Planning Board on October 15, 2025, and its comments
were received on November 4, 2025; and

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington recognizes that this local law is a Type Il Action
under SEQR pursuant to 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 © (36), and therefore, SEQR review will not be required as
there are no adverse environmental impacts; and

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington held a public hearing on the proposed adoption
of said local law on the 20 day of May, 2026 at 2:00 pm, at which time all interested parties and citizens for
or against the proposed law were heard; and

Whereas, the Town Board wishes to adopt Local Law No. 1 of Year 2026, to extend the temporary
moratorium on wind energy systems for an additional six (6) month period, while further revisions to their
wind laws are considered.

Now on a motion of Maria Prior, which as been duly seconded by D. Anstett, be it

Resolved, by the Town Board of the Town of Bennington feels it is in the best interests of the Town to
adopt Local Law No. 1 of Year 2026 entitled, “A Local Law to Extend the Temporary Moratorium on Wind
Energy Systems in the Town of Bennington”, and be it further

Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington shall file the required report of its final
action with the Wyoming County Planning Board in no more than 30 days; and be it further

Resolved, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter the adoption of Local Law No. 1, Year 2026,
in the minutes of this meeting, to file the law in the Office of the Town Clerk, and to file the law with the
Secretary of the State of New York pursuant to Section27 (L) of the Municipal Home Rule.

Ayes: 3. Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 2. (B. Frounick, J. Mohun).
Motion to adjourn Maria Prior

Attendance: 5.



